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This post introduces the TTrraaiinniinngg  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssccaann, available open access tthhee  OOppeenn

SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss. The Training research scan focuses on identifying innovative

training strategies and approaches that can improve digital literacy, information-

seeking, and knowledge production for students, researchers, industry, and engaged

members of the public

IInnttrroodduucciinngg  tthhee  ‘‘TTrraaiinniinngg’’  RReesseeaarrcchh  SSccaann,,  aavvaaiillaabbllee

ooppeenn  aacccceessss  vviiaa  tthhee  OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss

This post introduces and overviews the TTrraaiinniinngg  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssccaann (El Khatib et al.

2023), available open access via tthhee  OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss.

Embracing new media and digital technologies in higher education has caused a

profound shift in training and pedagogy. The unprecedented access to education

facilitated by the Internet has extended skills training and knowledge exchange

beyond the confines of the university and lowered barriers for accessing education.
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At the same time, today’s digital economy requires additional training and skills to

improve digital literacy, including the use of digital technologies for information-

seeking and research purposes, as well as knowledge production and dissemination.

These shifts pose several challenges for higher education, ranging from how digital

training and pedagogy can be adopted in the classroom, curricula, and universities,

to thinking about best practices for engaging and training active publics.

The TTrraaiinniinngg  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssccaann focuses on identifying the sorts of innovative training

strategies and approaches that can improve digital literacy, information-seeking, and

knowledge production for students, researchers, industry, and engaged members of

the public. It does this a focus on resources within open scholarship, the digital

humanities, and open educational resources.

The research scan consists of 100s of individual annotations grouped into two main

sections: DDiiggiittaall  HHuummaanniittiieess  PPeeddaaggooggyy  aanndd  TTrraaiinniinngg and OOppeenn  RReessoouurrcceess. An

aannaallyyttiiccaall  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn, written by Randa El Khatib, opens the scan and introduces

the sections in more depth and detail.

Both sections, Digital Humanities Pedagogy and Training and Open Resources, share

an essential principle: they are concerned with digital pedagogy and training in the

context of open scholarship.

The remainder of this post offers a brief overview of each section and its

subsections in the Training research scan.

DDiiggiittaall  HHuummaanniittiieess  PPeeddaaggooggyy  aanndd  TTrraaiinniinngg

The fifirrsstt  sseeccttiioonn—DDiiggiittaall  HHuummaanniittiieess  PPeeddaaggooggyy  aanndd  TTrraaiinniinngg—addresses the

theory, best practices, and challenges involved in digital pedagogy and training in the

humanities. It also looks at the place of digital humanities pedagogy and training in

university curricula and programs, as well as how they affect student labour.

This section is divided into the five following sub-sections:

• DDiiggiittaall  PPeeddaaggooggyy  aanndd  TTrraaiinniinngg  DDiissccoouurrssee,,  TThheeoorryy,,  aanndd  BBeesstt  PPrraaccttiicceess

• PPrraaccttiiccaall  AApppprrooaacchheess  ttoo  DDiiggiittaall  HHuummaanniittiieess  PPeeddaaggooggyy  aanndd  TTrraaiinniinngg

• DDiiggiittaall  HHuummaanniittiieess  AAssssiiggnnmmeennttss,,  CCuurrrriiccuullaa,,  aanndd  PPrrooggrraammss

• SSttuuddeenntt  TTrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  LLaabboouurr  iinn  DDiiggiittaall  HHuummaanniittiieess

• DDiiggiittaall  HHuummaanniittiieess  TTrraaiinniinngg  iinn  LLiibbrraarriieess
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Beyond the confines of a classroom, this section highlights the active involvement of

libraries in digital humanities pedagogy and training, and addresses current practices

for community engagement and training in digital skills and digital literacy.

Altogether, the first section brings together resources that explore issues related to

teaching and learning within, about, and through the field of digital humanities.

OOppeenn  RReessoouurrcceess

The sseeccoonndd  sseeccttiioonn, OOppeenn  RReessoouurrcceess, looks at discourse and educational

materials that align with the philosophy of open education. Open education

“combines the traditions of knowledge sharing and creation with 21st century

technology to create a vast pool of openly shared educational resources, while

harnessing today’s collaborative spirit to develop educational approaches that are

more responsive to learner’s needs” (Open Education Consortium n.d.)  

This section is divided into three sub-sections:

• OOppeenn  EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  PPrriinncciipplleess  aanndd  PPrraaccttiicceess

• OOppeenn  EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  RReessoouurrcceess  ((OOEERRss))

• MMaassssiivvee  OOppeenn  OOnnlliinnee  CCoouurrsseess  ((MMOOOOCCss))

LLaasstt  WWoorrddss

It is worth noting that the TTrraaiinniinngg  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssccaann came together at a time when

most pedagogy and training became digital by necessity, as a result of a switch to e-

learning and away from more traditional in-person environments during lockdowns, as

well as consequent shifts to hybrid modes with the gradual reopening of institutions

during the COVID-19 pandemic. During this time, teaching and learning have been

occurring in virtual environments, accompanied by increasing scholarship studying

the effects of digital technologies on teaching and the benefits and challenges they

bring, with more scholarship surely to follow this sudden and drastic shift toward

digital modes of pedagogy and training.

The TTrraaiinniinngg  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssccaann, along with its annotated bibliography, focused on

English language resources and look primarily at discourse and practices in North

America and Europe. Each entry follows a standard format to communicate the
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overall thesis and purpose of the resource that can be read as a coherent document

or by sections and categories.

While not an exhaustive review, the Training research scan provides a snapshot of

the various conversations related to digital pedagogy and training under the umbrella

of open scholarship, with a particular focus on the discourse happening in digital

humanities and in relation to open resources in the context of open education.

OOtthheerr  PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss  AAvvaaiillaabbllee  vviiaa  tthhee  OOppeenn

SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss

The Open Scholarship Press has published several research scans and collections

that are openly available via WWiikkiibbooookkss including:

• KKnnoowwlleeddggee  MMoobbiilliizzaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  HHuummaanniittiieess

• EEnnggaaggiinngg  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  DDiivveerrssiittyy

• EEnnggaaggiinngg  PPllaattffoorrmmss  iinn  OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp

• FFoouunnddaattiioonnaall  OObbsseerrvvaattiioonnss::  OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPoolliiccyy  OObbsseerrvvaattoorryy,,

22001177--22002200

• OObbsseerrvvaattiioonnss  pprréélliimmiinnaaiirreess  ::  OObbsseerrvvaattooiirree  ddeess  ppoolliittiiqquueess  dd’’ÉÉrruuddiittiioonn  oouuvveerrttee,,

22001177--22002200

• EExxtteennssiioonnss::  OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPoolliiccyy  OObbsseerrvvaattoorryy,,  22002211--22002244

• EExxtteennssiioonn  ::  OObbsseerrvvaattooiirree  ddeess  ppoolliittiiqquueess  dd’’ÉÉrruuddiittiioonn  oouuvveerrttee,,  22002211--22002244

• OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss  CCoolllleeccttiioonnss::  TTrraaiinniinngg

• OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss  CCoolllleeccttiioonnss::  PPoolliiccyy

• OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss  CCoolllleeccttiioonnss::  CCoonnnneeccttiioonn

• OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss  CCoolllleeccttiioonnss::  CCoommmmuunniittyy

AAbboouutt  tthhee  OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss

The OOppeenn  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrreessss makes relevant open social scholarship research and

output available openly to academics and non-academics alike. The Open

Scholarship Press curates, publishes, and republishes foundational, significant open

access work in open social scholarship, as well as select and important work

emerging in the area.
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